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COMMUNITY NEWS

ORANGE GLOW OF ACTIVISM

The old Hawkesbury hospital building in Windsor is set to be bathed in an
orange glow from Thursday, November 25th to December 10th to highlight
the devastating effect of domestic violence in communities.

The 16 Days of Activism event has
been organised by the local woman's
organisation, The Zonta Club of
Cumberland West in conjunction with
Hawkesbury City Council.

President of The Zonta Club of
Cumberland West, Margaret McDonald,
said The club supports women's refuges
and domestic violence services in the
Hawkesbury and Blacktown LGAs with
club members providing toiletries and
care packs and also assisting in funding
programs run in the refuges.

The 16 Days of Activism campaign is a
UN campaign and runs from 25 November
(the International day of no violence
against women and children) to 10
December (Human Rights Day) each year.

The old hospital building in Windsor
will be lit in orange each night for the
whole 16 days in support of the UN
campaign. Club secretary Karen Hickman
said: “ We are doing our bit to “Orange the

World'. The idea behind the campaign is
to raise awareness about gender-based
violence, challenge deep seated attitudes
of discrimination and advocate for fairer
laws and more services to end violence
against children.

“This goes to the heart of what our
organisation Zonta International, is all
about. Zonta's main focus is to advocate
for equality for women and girls around
the world. Zonta's key statement is: Zonta
says no to violence against women."

As well as its work with women's
refuges, club members also produce breast
care cushions for women undergoing
breast cancer treatment in the local area
and hold Birthing Kit Assembly days which
help to save the lives of women giving
birth in developing countries.

The club meets at Blacktown RSL
on the 4th Thursday of the month. New
members welcome. For details call Karen
on 0432 938 246

PAYMENT TO HELP
DV VICTIMS

A one-off payment of up to $5,000 to help women
establish a life free of violence is now available through
the Federal Government.

Under the two-year Escaping Violence Payment trial
women will receive financial assistance of up to $1,500 in
cash with the remainder available for goods and services
or direct payments of bonds, school fees or other support
to help establish a safe home.

The UnitingCare Australia Consortium has been
selected as the service provider to deliver the payments
and will also support women to engage with other relevant
services that support women and their children.

This includes other Commonwealth or state and
territory government funded community services.

Minister for Women's Safety Anne Ruston said the
payments would help address the financial barriers that
may stop women leaving violent relationships.

“We know that financial hardship as well as economic
abuse, which may involve interfering with work or controlling
or withholding money, reduces women's ability to acquire
and use money and makes it difficult to leave violent
relationships,” Minister Ruston said. “The new Escaping
Violence Payment aims to help address those issues, so
women have more security when making that brave decision
to leave any form of intimate partner violence — including
physical violence, coercive control and financial abuse.”

As part of the individualised support packages,
UnitingCare Network agencies will provide tailored
assistance and engage with other relevant agencies
that support women and their children including other
Commonwealth or state and territory government funded
community services. The Escaping Violence Payment is
not considered taxable or reportable income and will not
impact on any other social security payments a recipient
may be receiving.

More information is available at unitingvictas.org.
au/escaping-violence-payment.If you or someone you
know is impacted by sexual assault, domestic or family
violence, call 1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732 or
visit www. 1800RESPECT org.au
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A BLUE REMINDER

An old tree, which is now used as a bike rack at Bella Vista Farm,
has been turned a vivid blue as a stark reminder to check-in with loved ones.

Local artist Samuel Kim, with the support of
The Hills Shire Council, transformed the wooden
bike rack into a striking and functional sculpture
as part of the Blue Tree Project, which aims to
encourage people to speak up about mental
health.

Kim, who also painted a giant sunflower
canvas during a live art performance at
Council's Australia Day celebrations in
January, said the project “struck a chord".

"This particular project has been
more meaningful than usual as the
mural's purpose is to promote the
Blue Tree Project and their mission
to encourage difficult discussions
surrounding mental health and the
strong message that ‘it's ok to not
be ok’ he said.

Hills Shire, Dr Michelle Byrne
said that while people were being
more open about their mental
health struggles, it was still
viewed negatively.

“According to Beyond Blue, about 45 per
cent of Australians will experience a mental
illness at some point in their life. Thisis a
confronting statistic, yet there still remains a
cultural taboo surrounding mental health. That's
because those who suffer from a mental health

condition can feel ashamed to open up and tell
others. They fear being judged!

“It's been my goal to change this belief and
to normalise mental illness by encouraging
people to talk about their struggles and to share
their experiences, and for others to be there to
support them in their time of need.

‘| hope this functional sculpture does
just that! | want people to check-in on
their own mental health and to also
reach out to their loved ones and ask that
important question:
“Are you OK?"
“That one
question could
just save a life,
she said.

COMMUNITY NEWS

GAN YOU PLAY?

The Hills Shire Council is inviting talented
residents, 16 years and older, to complete an
Expression of Interest (EQI) for the chance to
perform live as part of Council’s Australia Day
celebrations on Wednesday, January 26.

This is a paid initiative, and applicants
aged 16 and 17 will need parental or guardian
permission to sign-up. The EOI will close on
Friday, December 10 at 4pm.

Applicants will be notified of the outcome,
and those who are successful in the EOI will be
assigned a location, timeframe and promotional
signage. To apply, visit www.thehills.nsw.gov.au
and search for ‘Australia Day Local Artists
Activation’.

DAM WALL RISING

The public exhibition period of the proposed
Warragamba Dam Raising Project has been
extended and will now end on November 29th.

People are being urged to visit the portal
and click the "Have Your Say" button at www.

waternsw.com.au/wdr
Environmental groups have raised
concerns about the impact inundation will
have on a world heritage area and critically
endangered species if plans to raise the height
of the Warragamba Dam wall go ahead.

The EIS summary states that raising the
dam wall by 14 metres will reduce the risk to
life and reduce flood damage downstream by
75 per cent.

RETIRE IN STYLE TO NORTH RICHMOND

- Secure gated property

- Security cameras

- Vital Call in every home

- Affordable costs

- Spacious community centre

- 8km from Hawkesbury Hospital
- Walk to shops, health professionals and bus stop

- Nearby scenic walks along the Hawkesbury River
foreshore

- Pet friendly

If you are over 55 and looking to relocate to the semi rural area of the Hawkesbury why not consider us?
We are a small retirement village offering security, companionship, comfort and independent living.
If you live alone and worry about safety and security come and see us.

THE VILLAGE CONSISTS OF 48 X2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS AND 6 X 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

ENQUIRIES

REGARDING RESALES

ALWAYS WELCOME

ENQUIRIES WELCOME

Please Phone Patricia for an appointment to inspect

PHONE PATRICIA 0447 334 615 or 4571 4545

34 Beaumont Avenue North Richmond 2754 (opposite Panthers North Richmond)
www.riverside-gardens.com.au

Follow us on facebook.com/hillstohawkesbury
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FATAL CRASH

A 22-year-old man has been charged with
dangerous driving occasioning death over a
crash involving a ute and a truck on the M2 at
West Pennant Hills on Monday, November 8th.

Emergency services were called to Pennant
Hills Road, near the intersection with the M2
at West Pennant Hills, about 3.20pm where a
Toyota Hilux utility and a truck had collided.

NSW Ambulance paramedics rendered
assistance to the passenger in the utility, a
22-year-old man from Granville; however, he
died at the scene.

Officers from Ryde Police Area Command
arrested the driver of the utility, a man also aged
22, and the driver of the truck, a 39-year-old
man, for mandatory testing. The truck driver
was released. The utility driver, aged 22, was
taken to Ryde Police Station where he was
charged with dangerous driving occasioning
death - drive manner dangerous, negligent
driving occasioning death, and drive while
licence suspended.

The Merrylands man has been granted
conditional bail to appear in Hornsby Local
Court in December.

CAREFLIGHT RESGUE

A woman aged in her 70s was airlifted to
hospital in a stable condition after she suffered
a serious medical episode at a residence in
Upper Macdonald.

The Mounties Care CareFlight Helicopter
was tasked to the incident by NSW Ambulance
shortly before 9.30am on Tuesday, November
9th and landed around 20 minutes later on the
property in a clearing around 150 metres from
the residence.

NSW Ambulance paramedics arrived by
road around the same time and worked with
CareFlight's medical team as initial treatment
was provided.

CareFlight's specialist doctor and NSW
Ambulance critical care paramedic performed
a clinical assessment on the woman before she
was transferred to the Mounties Care CareFlight
Helicopter to Westmead Hospital.

DRIVER CHARGED

A 20-year-old man has been charged with
dangerous driving occasioning death — drive
manner dangerous and negligent driving
occasioning death over a crash which claimed
the life of Bede Polding College teacher Gemma
Thompson.

The science teacher was driving to the
South Windsor School on The Northern Rd
on Tuesday (November 2nd) when the crash
happened at 7.30am at Llandilo. Gemma died at
the scene.

The driver of the truck , aged 20, sustained
minor injuries and was taken to Westmead
Hospital for treatment and mandatory testing.

Officers from the Crash Investigation
Unit commenced an investigation into the
circumstances surrounding the incident.

The 20-year-old was arrested at Mt Druitt
Police Station on Monday (November 15th) and
is due in court on November 24.

Gemma Thompson was due to be married
on Thursday (November 18th) to finance Max
Cunningham.

The popular science teacher was
remembered by family, friends and the school
community at a special service at Bede Polding
College on Saturday (November 13th).

It was the school she had attended as a
student and was Dux of her year,

Gemma was described as a “generous,
vibrant and dynamic young woman" and a
dedicated teacher.

COURT FOR UNLICENSED TRADIE

A man has been charged after allegedly
fraudulently obtaining more than $220,000 from
homeowners for unfinished and defective work
to their homes in the Carlingford area.

Police at The Hills Police Area Command
commenced an investigation after receiving
a referral from NSW Fair Trading relating to
suspected fraudulent activity of an unlicensed
tradesman.

Following extensive inquiries, a 55-year-old
man was arrested and charged with over 32
offences including doing residential building
work while unlicensed, doing residential building
work without insurance and dishonestly obtain
financial advantage by deception.

Police allege that the man purported to be a
tradesman and was paid a total of $222,350 by
four homeowners for residential building work,
which was either defective or not completed
between October 2020 and May 2021.

Inquiries are continuing.

Homeowners can safeguard against becoming

a victim by following a number of simple tips:

o Never let anyone inside you house or unit if
you don't know them

o Always ask for identification - a business card
is not enough

o Never keep large amounts of money around
the house

o If you are uncertain about the credibility of
tradespeople, obtain their details and contact
NSW Fair Trading: www: fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/
help-centre/online-tools/home-building-licence-
check or call 13 32 20

e Contact your local police or Crime Stoppers on
1800333 000

Anyone with information about fraudulent
tradespeople and building-related or other
scams is urged to contact Crime Stoppers:
1800 333 000 or nsw.crimestoppers.com.au.
Information is treated in strict confidence.

BRAWL NEAR METRO

Police were called to a brawl involving six
people at about 1.45am on Sunday, November
14th at Bella Vista Railway Station.

A 16-year-old boy was treated at the scene
by NSW Ambulance paramedics for a cut to his
forehead and grazing to his arms, before being
taken to Westmead Hospital.

Officers from The Hills and Riverstone
Police Area Commands, with assistance
from the Dog Unit and PolAir, attended and
commenced inquiries into the incident. A short
time later, officers stopped five men at Old
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Windsor Road, Parklea. The men were spoken to
and released as investigations continue into the
circumstances surrounding the brawl.

Police are urging anyone with information
that may assist, or who may have mobile phone,
dashcam or CCTV footage from the area, to
come forward.

Anyone with information about this
incident is urged to contact Crime Stoppers:
1800 333 000 or nsw.crimestoppers.com.adu.
Information is treated in strict confidence.

Read online: www.hillstohawkesbury.com.au



GUN AMNESTY

Guns, replica firearms, knuckle dusters and
illegal batons have been handed in great
numbers at local police stations in the NSW Gun
Amnesty. The haul at Castle Hill police station
has included 12 rifles, three revolvers, eight gel
blasters, two starter pistols and one inert hand
grenade.

Under the amnesty, people can register
or surrender illegal firearms, unregistered or
unwanted firearms, ammunition and firearm
parts at no cost and without penalty. They can
be surrendered to a police station or licenced
firearms dealer.

NSW Crime Stoppers says that since the
Gun Amnesty started in July this year over
1,700 firearms have been handed in. More than
2,200 firearms have been registered across the
state.

Sgt Steven Balfour, licensing supervisor at
the Hills Police Area Command said: “ What we
are finding is people are still purchasing Gel
Blasters (online) and not doing their research
to understand that they are illegal in NSW as
they are deemed to be a replica. Most of the
time they are made to look and feel identical
therefore being deemed replica.

“There have also been other items, such as
a hand grenade and side handle batons, that the
owner was unaware were illegal. Any items that
can be used as a weapon will require a licence
or a permit, including nunchucks, batons and a
lot of martial arts style weapons.”

lllegal items handed into Hills police as part of the gun amnesty

Recent arrests by Hills police include a
54-year-old man carrying knuckle-dusters
which are illegal. CEQ of NSW Crime Stoppers
Peter Price urged other people to give in their
weapons.

"There may be old firearms that you
haven't used for a long time or no longer want
or need, or firearms that previously haven't
been registered,” he said. “All of us have seen
the harm that is caused by the unlawful use
of a firearm and the impact on community
confidence that often follows, which is why we
all have a part to play in making our community
safer — that's our aim.”

Minister for Police and Emergency Services
and Baulkham Hills MP David Elliott said that
any firearm left unchecked in the community
poses a significant risk. “We all have a common
goal of a safer community. Taking illegal guns

and ammunition out of the community is the
first step,” Mr Elliott said. “Ensuring that legal
firearms are stored safely is vital to making sure
they do not fall into the wrong hands.”

The amnesty coincided with the launch of
Gun Safe — a new online portal for managing
firearms transactions in NSW. It is the first of its
kind replacing manual licence applications with
real time information and verification.

Participating dealers can now accept and
record unregistered firearms through the NSW
Police Force's new Gun Safe platform.

More information about the amnesty and
surrendering, registering, or selling unwanted
firearms is available from crimestoppers.com.
au/firearmamnesty

Call your local police station to make an
appointment before handing your guns in.

HOME INVASION ARREST

Two men have been charged as investigations
continue into a home invasion in Dural in March.
They were arrested at Port Macquarie on
Thursday, November 18th.

Emergency services were called to a home
on Kenthurst Road, Dural, at about 4.20am on
Wednesday, March 10th, following reports a
man had been injured during a home invasion.

Police were told entry was forced into the
home, before one of the occupants - a 21-year-
old man — was shot in the hand and sustained
a laceration to his torso. A second occupant — a
20-year-old man — was uninjured.

The injured man was treated at the scene
before being taken to Westmead Hospital.

During an extensive search of the
surrounding areas, police located two firearms,
ammunition, $7800 cash and cannabis. Al
items were seized for further examination.

Detectives attached to The Hills Police
Area Command subsequently commenced
investigations into the shooting under Strike
Force Sangria.

Following investigations, Strike Force
Sangria detectives, with the assistance of Port
Macquarie Proactive Crime Team, arrested
the 20-year-old resident on Murray Street, Port
Macquarie, this morning. He was taken to
Port Macquarie Police Station where he was

Follow us on facebook.c

/hillstohawkesbury

charged with possess shortened firearm (not
pistol) without authority, possess unauthorised
prohibited firearm, acquire prohibited

firearm — subject prohibition order, not keep
firearm safely — prohibited firearm, possess
unauthorised pistol, acquire pistol — subject

to firearms prohibition order, not keep firearm
safely-pistol and possess ammunition without
holding licence/permit/authority.

The 21-year-old resident was also arrested
at Port Macquarie Police Station, where
he was charged with possess shortened
firearm (not pistol) without authority, possess
unauthorised prohibited firearm, acquire
prohibited firearm — subject prohibition order,
not keep firearm safely — prohibited firearm,
possess unauthorised pistol, acquire pistol -
subject to firearms prohibition order, not keep
firearm safely — pistol, possess ammunition
without holding licence/permit/authority,
acquire ammunition subject to prohibition order,
and recklessly deal with proceeds of crime.

Investigations are continuing with further
charges expected.

Anyone with information about this
incident is urged to contact Crime Stoppers:
1800 333 000 or nsw.crimestoppers.com.au.
Information is treated in strict confidence.

SCAM ALERT

Almost 9 out of 10 people have received at
least one nuisance or unwanted call every
week and some people are receiving more
than ten nuisance or unwanted calls each
week, according to a recent consumer survey
undertaken by Crime Stoppers (NSW).

Financial losses of $66.8 million reported
to The Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission's Scamwatch in the first nine
months of 2021 — a 104% increase in losses
and an 87% increase in reports.

The message to the community is simple:
JUST HANG UP. Reputable organisations like
financial institutions and the ATO will never
ask you for passwords or for access to your
computer, JUST HANG UP.

WHAT TO DO:

e [f there is a distinct delay when you pick
up the phone and the person does not
announce who they are before starting the
conversation, just hang up.

o |f someone asks for your personal
information, just hang up.

A fact sheet with advice on how to spot
and deal with a phone scam is available at
www.nsw.crimestoppers.com.au.

* Puppy scams on the rise. See page 36
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LOCAL ELECTIONS | DEC 4

DON'T FORGET T0 VOTE

6

By BEV JORDAN

Election day used to be a good day to grab

a democracy sausage at a local polling
booth after you voted and catch up with your
community in the queue.

But things have changed. Local Elections
were always low key affairs compared to
their State and Federal counterparts but the
elections on Saturday, December 4th are taking
on a whole new energy and yes, they have
become very political.

Hawkesbury residents have a choice of 79
candidates standing for the 12 seats available
at council.

While one Independent candidate, sitting
councillor John Ross, is standing alone, the rest
of the candidates are in 12 groups including
former Liberal Councillor Nathan Zamprogno
who is standing as an Independent.

At The Hills Shire Council there is
guaranteed to be several new faces sitting in

the Hills Council Chamber after what has been
called a “faction fight" saw the Liberal State
Executive select the candidates rather than the
local Liberal branches (as reported in the Hills to
Hawkesbury October 22 to November 5).

The move resulted in the current popularly
elected Mayor Michelle Byrne, missing out the
Liberal endorsement to run as Mayor in this
election to current Liberal councillor Peter
Gangemi.

Several Liberal Councillors who had sought
endorsement were also bypassed by selectors
at the State Executive including Deputy Mayor
Sam Uno and Alan Haseldon from East Ward;
Liz Russo from Central Ward and Brooke Collins
from North Ward.

The full list of candidates standing in the
Hills Shire Council election is on page 8. For a
full list of candidates standing for Hawkesbury
City Council turn to page 10.

The Hills to Hawkesbury Community News is an Independent, family-owned newspaper. Election advertisements
and advertorials have been paid for by the parties and individuals concerned. The magazine is published by

Adelphi Printing Pty Ltd. Email diana@adelphi.net.au

GHOOSING THE MAYOR

While Hills residents got to vote for the Hills Shire Mayor for the first time in the
2017 Local Government Elections the Hawkesbury City Mayor is selected by the councillors.

The Hills to Hawkesbury Community News contacted all five candidates standing for Hills Mayor and
asked them why they were motivated to stand and what their priorities were. This is what they said
in the order they have been drawn on the ballot paper.

VIDA SHAHAMAT

THE GREENS

e Funding for more parks,
trees, and waterways to
reduce extreme heat

e Building more public spaces for community
interaction and cultural experiences (libraries,
and performing arts centre)

e Providing more bike lanes and an additional
library and swimming pool

PETER GANGEMI

LIBERAL

o A Council that listens more
closely to residents

o Genuinely fighting back
against over development and
maintaining the character of The Hills

e Fast tracking improvements to roads and
intersections

JERZY “GEORGE™
ROZYCKI

INDEPENDENT

e Listen to North Ward
Communities and deliver

e Review current contracts

o Implement strategic procurement planning for
the next term

RYAN TRACEY

LABOR

e Support an audit of Council's
social infrastructure as our
expanding population needs
more facilities and better services.

o Commit Council to Climate change initiatives
and support a 100% Renewable Energy target
by 2030 for electricity used in Council premises.

e Recognise and celebrate the diversity
of our community.

ALEXIA YAZDANI

INDEPENDENT

e Aconnected and inclusive
Hills Shire — including an
Acknowledgement of Country
at Council meetings..

e Creating and enhancing green spaces,
protecting waterways, bushland and wildlife,
increasing recreation spaces.

e Transparency in all that council does,
allowing the community to participate in
decision making.

www.elections.nsw.gov.au
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WHERE T0 VOTE

HAWKESBURY LGA

Pre-election voting venues for

Hawkesbury LGA from Monday,

November 22, until Friday, December 3:

(Monday to Saturday from 9am-5pm) include:

o Hawkesbury Returning Officer's Office, 18
Macquarie Street, Windsor

e Richmond School of Arts, 6 West Market
Street, Richmond

Voting venues on election day December 4th.
e St Albans School Of Arts,
7 Upper MacDonald Road, St Albans
e St Andrews Uniting Church auditorium,
Richmond, 24, West Market Street, Richmond.
« Bilpin District Hall, 2596 Bells Line of Road,
Bilpin
e Bligh Park Public School,
64 Alexander Street, Bligh Park
e Comleroy Road Public School,
McMahons Road, Kurrajong
e Ebenezer Public School,
531 Sackville Road, Ebenezer
e Glossodia Community and Neighbourhood
Centre, 160 Golden Valley Drive, Glossodia
e Grose View Public School, Grose Wold Road,
Grose Vale
e Hobartville Public Schoal,
Valder Avenue, Hobartville
e Horrie Eley Memorial Hall,
2996 Putty Road, Colo Heights
e Kurmond Public School,
Bells Line of Road, Kurmond
e McGraths Hill Community Centre,
1 Phillip Place, McGraths Hill
o QOakville Public School, Ogden Road, Oakville
e Pitt Town Public School,
17 Buckingham Street, Pitt Town
e Richmond Public School,
Windsor Street, Richmond
« North Richmond Community Centre,
33 William Street, North Richmond
e The Deerubbin Centre,
300 George Street, Windsor
o Wilberforce Public School,
Macquarie Road, Wilberforce
e Windsor South Public School,
Church Street, South Windsor
o Wisemans Ferry Public School,
0ld Northern Road, Wisemans Ferry
e Vineyard Public School,
4 Bandon Road, Vineyard
e Yarramundi Community Centre,
Thornbill Way, Yarramundi

Pre-election voting venues for the

Hills LGA are open from Monday,

November 22, until Friday, December 3:

(Monday to Saturday from 9am-5pm):

» Wrights Road Community Centre.
Wrights Road, Kellyville

e Castle Hill Cultural Centre -
The Rebellion Room, 14 Pennant Street,
Castle Hill NSW 2154

o The Hills Returning Officer's Office,
Conie Avenue, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

continues on page 10

Read online: www.hillstohawkesbury.com.au



WHEN AND

WHERE T0 VOTE

By LAWRENCE MACHADO

Residents, who are unable to vote for their
councillors on election day, Saturday,
December 4th, have three options to cast
their votes before the date.

e Pre-voting at selected venues

e Postal votes

o iVote

Early voting or pre-polls will take place from
Monday, November 22nd, until Friday, December
3. Postal votes are open, and the receipt of
postal vote applications closes at 5pm, on
Monday, November 29th.

The NSW Electoral Commission has said
that any applications received after this time
will not receive a postal vote pack.

To check if you are eligible for iVote, call
1300 248 683 or at www.elections.nsw.gov.
au/Voters/Online-voting-iVote. The iVote
applications open on Monday, November 22,
and close at 1pm on Saturday, December 4.

Voting is compulsory for council elections.
Residents, who are unable to vote for their
councillors on election day, Saturday, December
4th, have three options to cast their votes
before the date. The Hills residents are also
electing their Mayor by popular vote.

Pre-election voting venues for the

Hills LGA are open from Monday,

November 22, until Friday, December 3:

(Monday to Saturday from 9am-5pm):

e Wrights Road Community Centre.
Wrights Road, Kellyville

e Castle Hill Cultural Centre - The Rebellion
Room (under Castle Hill Library),
14 Pennant Street, Castle Hill.

e The Hills Returning Officer's Office,
Baulkham Hills Community Centre,
Conie Avenue, Baulkham Hills.

Pre-election voting venues for
Hawkesbury LGA from Monday,
November 22, until Friday, December 3:
(Monday to Saturday from 9am-5pm):
e Hawkesbury Returning Officer's Office,
18 Macquarie Street, Windsor
e Richmond School of Arts,
6 West Market Street, Richmond

LOCAL ELECTIONS | DEC 4

A FULL TEAM

The Greens are running
12 Councillors, including one
Mayoral candidate for the
Hills Shire Council elections.

Speakers at the recent launch included David
Shoebridge: NSW Greens MLC and Hornsby
Greens councillor Emma Heyde.

The audience heard about a range of issues
from the push to get property developers
excluded from councils, to the threat of rising
heat on health, to the existence of platypus in
Cattai Creek North ward.

Candidates talked about their vision for net
zero emissions from council buildings before
2035, increasing tree canopy to cool our suburbs,
and more local amenities like libraries and pools.
The Greens candidates were selected by local
members from the area in contrast to the local
Liberal candidates who have been pre-selected by
a non-local executive panel.

The reason for the ousting of the popularly
elected Liberal Mayor Byrne along with 5 out
of 8 Liberal candidates has not been revealed
to the public. The Greens group in the Hills
has been mobilised and organised with their
candidate pre-selection and a campaign launch.

The local candidates are ready to bring new
leadership to Council. These candidates vow to
listen to what the community wants and will be
the voice for the people.

Paid advertising content.

The Hills Community deserves a council that's

accountable, collaborative, progressive

Local jobs

Creating opportunities by
switching council buildings &
vehicles to renewable energy

Dr. Vida Shahamat
Mayor + Central Ward

Developing playgrounds,
parks and pools, libraries

Erica Hockley
East Ward

Better facilities

and arts centres

Dr. Mila Kashy
North Ward

Preserving

our precious rural
land and the Garden
Shire's beauty

Protecting

our bushland, essential
green spaces and
vulnerable wildlife

PRE-POLL VOTING
Starts 22 November
Everyone is eligible

Daniel Pehlivan

West Ward

Saturday 4 December
Learn more about us: 0478 261 964 § HillsGreens

Follow us on facebook.com/hillstohawkesbury
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LOCAL ELECTIONS | DEC 4

THE HILLS SHIRE COUNGIL

This will be an interesting election with many new faces set to join Hills Shire Council after December 4th.
The Liberal Party dumped several sitting councillors who had nominated to stand and selected just 3 of them.
The full list is in the order they have been drawn on the ballot paper. *Denotes sitting councillor

CENTRAL WARD

GROUP A

THE GREENS

Vida SHAHAMAT, Glenhaven
Seyed HOSSEINIPOUR, Glenhaven
Denice FINNEGAN, Annangrove

GROUP B

THE LIBERALS

Jessica BRAZIER, Castle Hill
Mark HODGES, West P